Beloved
If I’ve visited you in the hospital, you probably have heard
one of my favorite things to pray. “God, remind this person that
they are your beloved child in whom you are well pleased.” These
are the words God speaks over Jesus when John the Baptist
lowered Jesus’ body into the watery grave of the Jordan River and
then raised him up into a new life of ministry and mission. “This is
my beloved son in whom I am well pleased.” These are the very
words that God speaks over each of us on the day of our baptism.
These are the very words that
God is still speaking. Over you.
Today.
I start this newsletter with
this reminder because we are all
on the precipice of entering back
into the rush and rumble of life
during the school year. Some of
this is welcome—a return to
routine and rhythm that helpfully
shape our days. But with this change also comes the invitation to
speed back up, make dizzying to-do lists, and set ambitious goals.
So much fills out plates and our minds that it is easy to lose our
solid footing and forget who we are and whose we are.
You are God’s beloved child. God is well pleased with you.
You belong to him.
First Presbyterian Church is a wonderful church. Even

in your folly and failure, You
are SUCH LOVABLE PEOPLE.
Take it from us, your pastors.
We know the facts. You are
loved. You are lovable.
Forget not these words
as you enter back into the
school year routine. Drink
deeply from the waters of your
baptism and be nourished by the
gracious love of your creator.
--Love, Josh and Lara
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Do You Have Stephen Ministry Gifts?
Stephen Ministry has been a vital part of First
Presbyterian since 2009, and we are planning to begin
training our 5th class of new Stephen Ministers in 2023.
Would this be a good fit for your gifts? Would you like to
learn more about what Stephen Ministry is and how it
works?
Our Stephen Ministers are a committed lay group
of caring disciples trained to walk one-on-one alongside
another disciple going through a difficult time. Maybe the
person is grieving a death or going through a divorce.
Perhaps they’re struggling with a child or burned out
caring for an aging family member. Stephen Ministers are
not counselors but caring and trained supporters who
generally meet weekly with the care receiver for as long
as needed and always confidentially.
Becoming a Stephen
Minister includes a commitment to
in-depth training in a class setting
with other new trainees and a
commitment to serve for at least
two years. Most choose to serve
much longer or take a break and
then return because they see it as
an essential and rewarding
ministry. If this sounds interesting to you, even to learn a
little more about it, please visit our table at the September
11 Hands on Rally Day during the Sunday School hour or
call or email Dr. Randy Kirby at revrandy@fpc-sal.org.

All In Groups This Fall!
All In Groups at First Presbyterian Church are
launching this fall to provide people with an opportunity to
grow deeply together in their faith as disciples of Jesus
Christ. All In Groups will meet for 10 weeks from the
beginning of September (September 11) through just
before Thanksgiving. They will be led by members of First
Pres who have themselves been nurtured in their faith by
small groups. Groups will gather each week in the leader’s
home or other off-campus location to have fellowship and
study. First Pres will be “all in” on the same material as each
group studies scripture in connection with that week’s
sermon. There is no book. No major homework. Just an
encouragement to come having attended church or
watched that week’s sermon.
All In Groups are in line with our new Mission
Priorities in that they support “Friendships Across
Difference.” These groups will be comprised of a diverse
mix of our congregation’s members. When you sign up for
an All In Group, you will get to know new people at First
Pres who you may not have met before: people from a
different generation, attend a different service than you, are
in a different Sunday school class, or are new to town.
All In Groups create a space to “Embrace the
Unchurched.” Each group will have a couple of spaces
reserved for people who are unchurched. We encourage
you to begin asking God to reveal who you might invite into
one of these groups with you. Maybe it’s your friend who is
newly single, your favorite waiter or barista, and the guy you
lift with at the gym. These groups are designed to be an
accessible on-ramp for people who might be curious, new,
or newly returned to the faith.

Finally, All In Groups support “Holy-Spirit Centered
Discipleship.” Jesus did not write down any of his teachings
himself. He didn’t send his disciples home with a book he
wrote to study it alone. Instead, Christ entrusted his
message to a community of people called the Church. The
Holy Spirit uses the church to grow us as disciples. Only in
that community can we truly understand God’s word. In
other words: Christian faith is a team sport. We are called
to grow in our faith with the companionship of our siblings
in Christ. All In Groups will lead to just that—spiritual growth
in real community with others.
Last spring, we launched All In Groups for the first
time, and they were a wonderful blessing to those who
participated. New friendships were formed. Great
conversations were had. God was present. Groups loved
their time together so much that they wanted to keep
meeting beyond Easter! This fall is another chance to go All
In. Sign-ups open on August 14. You won’t want to miss it!

The Biggest Story
– Preaching Through The Bible
How many stories would you guess are in the
bible? Hundreds? Thousands? What if I told you there was
one. The entire bible is ONE big story. Every week at
church, we preach on a small section of scripture, maybe
10-20 verses at a time, because the Holy Spirit packs so
much into every verse that it’s hard to cover more than that
in one sermon. But the trouble can be that every week at
church feels like hearing a story picked randomly from this
massive book. It can be easy to lose how all of it fits
together.
I felt that way when I went to college. I had heard
about Elijah, Paul, Abraham, Jesus, Ruth, Job, and Mary,
but I couldn’t exactly tell you what order they came in. In
college, I learned that each of these people play an
important part in God’s
big story of relationship
with humanity. Once I
understood that story, it
felt like the rest of the
bible clicked into place,
and I could approach it
so much more easily.
This
school
year, we are going to
preach through the Bible
as ONE BIG STORY.
Starting September 11
(Hands On Rally Day!) we will begin in Genesis, then we
will preach through major moments in the Old Testament
leading up until the birth of Jesus in December. From
December to Easter, will preach on the teachings and life
of Jesus. After Easter, we will tell the story of the early
church, concluding with Romans in May. This way of
preaching through the bible is called the Narrative
Lectionary. It’s like a sermon series that lasts 9 months
without losing momentum.
We hope you will make plans to come to church or
tune in throughout this year as we walk through the one big
story of the bible together!
--Pastor Lara

From Pastor Randy…

Study on Job
Last fall, I was asked to teach a course at
Hood Theological Seminary that would be relevant to
the pandemic as we hoped to begin putting it into the
rearview mirror. Of course, if you are keeping up with
the data, that has not exactly happened.
Nonetheless, in the field of pastoral care and
counseling, one of the themes that have come to the
fore during the last few years is grief. There have been
so many losses. Loss of life from COVID comes at the
top of the list. There have been lives lost from gun
violence. There have been lives lost as a result of
racially motivated violence. There has been a lost
sense of the sanctity of the democratic process.
People have lost community in the social distancing,
jobs in the shutdown, and economic stability in the
uncertainty from the war in Ukraine. The list of losses
seems endless. So I taught a course on Grief in the
Pandemic. My hunch was that would just be the
beginning.
Soon after that, our Stephen Ministers spent
several months going through a set of books intended
to assist individuals who are in the process of grief and
mourning. The
upshot is that
we
are
regrouping with
the hope of
training a new
group
of
Stephen Ministers in the coming year. There are so
many people who need support during these
challenging times. If you need a Stephen Minister,
contact me. If you want to be one, contact me.
This summer, I have been leading a grief
group of people who have experienced loss in their
lives and are supporting each other as they mourn the
grief and find their way toward healing and wholeness.
For some, it can be a long and challenging process,
but when we gather with others, we often find the
support we need to keep engaging in the process.
Scripture tells us that is one of the keys: “Rejoice with
those who rejoice; weep with those who weep
(Romans 12:15).”
As I plan for the fall, I find myself planning to
engage grief in one more form. This fall, my
Wednesday Bible study will take on the book of Job.
Job is a biblical journey of grief and mourning. We will
use the study book Job for Everyone by John
Goldingay. While we are a small group study, there is
space for people to join. We meet on Wednesday
mornings from 9:00-10:30. I would love to hear from
you if you are interested in joining us. We will order
you a book.
--Pastor Randy Kirby

Overton Elementary Mission Project
At our retreat this past May, your officers and
leaders enthusiastically agreed that we wanted to focus on
a local mission project this year. Since we already have a
partnership with Overton Elementary School, our thoughts
naturally gravitated in that direction. Our officers and
leaders have set up a challenge: to have 10% of our church
members regularly volunteer to help support 10% of
Overton’s students and families. Their need is great, and
we want our church to be alive for this mission, truly
embodying the love of Christ in our community.
There are several opportunities for mission at
Overton, but the biggest need is for volunteers to read with
the students. Our goal is to reach 50 children each
week. Members can volunteer for 30 minutes or more each
week. Those who have helped in the past will tell you that
not only will you be a blessing to each child you serve, but
you will be blessed in return.
Please prayerfully consider volunteering to be part
of this simple but powerful ministry. You can look in next
month’s newsletter to find more details about signing up
and other opportunities to serve at Overton.

News From Meals On Wheels
Meals On Wheels has just advised us that later this
summer, they will begin offering Medically Tailored Meals
for participants who need low sodium meals or diabetic
meals. This will be an excellent service for MOW recipients
needing these special meals. Please be alert for a MOW
recipient who may benefit from this service and notify the
MOW office.
We are so very grateful for our wonderful,
dedicated church members and friends of our church who
have delivered meals over the past several months: Mary
Greene, Teresa Williams, Jim Mitchell, Missy and Henry
Brown, Kim Johnson, Anne and Frank Saunders, Linda
Jones and Buddy Farnan, Myrna Crocker, Eleanor
Sandifer, Helen Kichefski, Linda Bartlett, Sherry Beck,
Charlotte Hall, Mary and Carl Repsher, Carol and Del
Denny, Wayne Hayworth, Tracy Smith, Paula and Bill
Troxler, Randy Lassiter, Dianne Scott, Tricia Johnson, Lyn
Beaver, Bob Cook, Anne and John Cave. We are also
grateful for our substitutes who are frequently called
upon: Debbie and Marty Walker, Ed Lewis, John Cave,
Bob Steele, Fredna Farris, Sarah Proctor, and Adair
Doran.
Our volunteers currently cover all our routes.
However, if you should be interested in serving, please call
Mary Greene at 704-633-4164.

Race Task Force To Meet in August
After a summer break, the Race Task Force will
meet again on Tuesday, Aug. 23 via Zoom at 5:30 pm. Look
for details in upcoming church communications. The First
Presbyterian Race Task Force is committed to opening our
hearts and minds to Jesus' call to actively pursue justice for
all people. Our group is open to all church members and
people in the community.
If you'd like to know more, please contact Debbie
Collins (dgristcollins@gmail.com) or Beffie Cook
(egravescook@yahoo.com).

Juneteenth brings celebration, reflection
The NAACP held its Juneteenth celebration in Bell
Tower Park for the first time this summer, and the Race
Task Force got involved. The Task Force and its discussion
groups donated $900 to be a sponsor for the celebration,
held June 17-19. The donation included $200 from the RTF
budget and $700 in donations from our participants.
Several task force members took part in the celebration,
either as volunteers or attendees.
Leading up to the holiday, we viewed and
discussed a Juneteenth documentary. Nineteen people
from our church and the community participated. Monica
Green of Trinity Presbyterian and Beffie Cook of FPC led
the session. The documentary can be found
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdkVKgelxVs.
Made a national holiday by Congress in 2021,
Juneteenth marks the anniversary of the day in 1865 when
a Union Army general announced freedom for enslaved
people in Texas, the last state in the Confederacy to receive
official word.
As the documentary shows, there's much more to
the Juneteenth story.

as part of First Presbyterian's 200th anniversary and the
work of the Race Task Force. On Aug. 14, he'll focus on the
history of our church property and facilities. The sessions
will be held in Fellowship Hall.
Race Task Force discussion groups look ahead
The book and video discussion groups sponsored
by the Race Task Force have tentatively planned two book
studies for this fall, with the first one starting after Labor
Day.
Under consideration are:
• "The Color of Money: Black Banks and the Racial Wealth
Gap," by Mehrsa Baradaran.
• "High on the Hog: A Culinary Journey from Africa to
America," By Jessica Harris.
These discussions are open to everyone; you're
not required to be part of the task force or to have
participated in any of our earlier discussion groups. Each
title will be discussed weekly over a period of six weeks or
less, with the groups taking action at the end to address the
topics they have discussed. For those who don't have time
to read, a video study will parallel the book study. Leaders
will be Barrie Kirby, Monica Green, Beffie Cook, and Esther
Atkins-Smith.
Look for more details next month.

Congratulations To…
•
•

Bonding over 'the elephant in the room'
Perhaps you heard about the EYES Table, the
group that met at our church to address "the elephant in the
room" — race — in the context of scripture.
Fourteen women bonded as they met weekly in
May and June to explore with heart, soul, and mind what
God calls us to do. Topics included awareness,
acknowledgment, repentance, forgiveness, reconciliation,
and more. At the end of the eight-week experience, they
broke bread together. The group included leader Michelle
Strong, and participants Esther Atkins-Smith, Andrea
Bullock, Beffie Cook, Kia Creamer, Carr Garner, Deborah
Johnson, Tricia Johnson, Thomasine Oglesby Keaton El,
Crystal McRae, Lara Musser-Gritter, P.J. Ricks, Marianna
Swaim, Bonnie Valentine, and Karen Wenker.
One scripture passage revisited each week came
from Romans 12:2, in The Message: "Don't become so
well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even
thinking. Instead, fix your attention to God. You'll be
changed from the inside out." If you'd like to know more
about EYES, contact Michelle at eyes.table@gmail.com.

An opportunity to hear church history
Mike Drinkard will present information about First
Presbyterian's history in a two-part study during the Sunday
school hour in August.
On Aug. 7, he'll present the history he compiled
titled, "A Ministry of Reconciliation: Remembering Our
History." This is the material he presented last November

Jean Wurster on the birth of her grandson, Gabriel
Stephen Wurster, on July 13. Gabriel’s parents
are Elizabeth Wurster and Andrew Strahan
David and Karen Carmichael, on the birth of their
granddaughter, Sadie Tyndal Carmichael, on July
7. Sadie’s parents are Spencer and Katie
Carmichael

Our Deepest Sympathy To…
•
•
•
•

Charlotte Hall and family on the death of her
husband, David Hall
Zandra Spencer, on the death of her partner, Bill
Wallin
Jack and Pam Thompson, on the death of their
daughter, Ginny Thompson
Steve Coggin and family, on the death of his
mother, Linnea Coggin

Note Of Thanks
Thank you to my church family for blue cards,
sympathy cards, food, flowers and just caring for me during
these difficult times losing my dear Bill (Wallin). Though he
was an Episcopalian, he was here with me more often than
not and had many friends at First Pres. The support has
and will continue to be a comfort to me in the coming days.
I am blessed.
Zandra Spencer

The Principles Of Good Stewardship
In the June newsletter, we talked about Biblical
Stewardship. As a reminder, a steward is someone that
looks after and takes care of what is entrusted to him. We
are called to be stewards of the church. It is our
responsibility to “look after and take care of” what the Lord
has entrusted to us...His Church and His children.
The first biblical stewardship principle is ownership.
Each of us may possess skills and talents along with earthly
treasures. As Psalm 24:1 reminds us, “the earth is the
Lord’s and everything in it and all who live in it.” Everything
we have belongs to the Lord, even our lives. As we walk
through this season and begin thinking about our
commitment to the Lord, we must remember all we have
and all we are belongs to Him. He wants us to take care of
all He has provided, which leads to the second biblical
stewardship principle, responsibility.
As stewards, we have a responsibility for managing
our time, our money, our skills, and all things which we have
because they have been given to us by the Lord. 2 Timothy
1:14 says, “Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us,
the treasure which has been entrusted to you.” When we
think of stewardship or giving, we usually think of money.
Of course, our financial contributions are important to the
life and work of the church. In addition to our financial
support, I want to challenge us to think beyond giving our
money to support the church’s work. I want to challenge
each of us to give our time and skills to support the Lord’s
work.
First Presbyterian has many, many ways you can
share the time and skills the Lord has blessed you with. We
have many groups and committees who are actively doing
the Lord’s work,
and these groups
can use YOU! 1
Peter
4:10-11
says, “As each one
has received a
special gift, employ
it in serving one
another as good
stewards of the
manifold grace of God. Whoever speaks is to do so as one
who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is
to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God
supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.” If you enjoy working with children,
we have a place for you. If you enjoy serving the aged, in a
nursing home, or homebound, we have a place for you. If
you enjoy learning more about the Bible, we have a place
for you. If you enjoy decorating and creating, we have a
place for you. As biblical stewards, we are responsible for
taking care of everything the Lord provides in accordance
with His desires and purposes. Will you meet your
responsibility of caring for His church, His children, and His
world?
Accountability is the third principle of biblical
stewardship. Each of us is ultimately accountable to God.
Romans 14:12 tells us, “So then, each of us will give an
account of ourselves to God.” Accountability is not about

what we don’t do. Instead, it is tied to spiritual growth and
striving to be more Christ-like in our actions, the use of our
skills, and where we put our money. As a steward of all the
Lord has provided and entrusted to us, one day, we will be
asked to account for how we took care of what He gave us.
In the church, accountability means “managing the
resources God has provided and entrusted to us.” It
includes organizing and supporting service, missions, and
a focus on the church’s ministry. It also includes providing
and supporting programs and opportunities to enhance the
spiritual growth of God’s people.
To create a culture of accountability at First
Presbyterian Church, we must 1) PRAY that God will give
us a humble spirit, 2) STUDY His word, His teachings, and
His ways, 3) Make ourselves VULNERABLE and ask others
to help keep us accountable to serving the Lord with
everything we have, 4) SWALLOW Our PRIDE, accepting
that we are sinners and need correction and guidance, 5)
LOVE and DO GOOD WORKS by becoming actively
engaged in the stewardship of the church, and 6) HOLD
OTHERS ACCOUNTABLE through love and support.
Romans 8:14 says, “For those who are led by the Spirit of
God are the children of God.” Are we ready to be held
accountable for taking care of His church, His children, and
His world?
The final principle is reward. Can you imagine
sitting at the feet of Jesus and hearing Him say, “Well done,
good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:21). Even before
that glorious day when we meet Jesus face to face, serving
our Lord has many rewards. When we serve the Lord
through our time, talents, and treasure, we receive
blessings tenfold. It is so heartwarming to know that we
have served others by being the hands and feet of Jesus.
As you begin to think about your giving pledge for
2023, please consider the following questions. How will I
spend my time doing the work of the Lord? How will I use
my talents and skills to serve Him and His people? How will
I use my financial resources to support the church and its
work in our community? How will I use everything that has
been given to me to support FPC and its mission to serve
the world and share God’s love? Stay tuned to more about
how you can serve and support FPC through your 2023
giving and serving pledge.
--Cathy Sanborn

Can’t Get Enough of First Pres?
Get all the news, information, updates,
schedules, bulletins and the calendar
For First Presbyterian Church
Salisbury when you need it!

It is just a
click away!

www.fpc-sal.org

First Presbyterian Church FINANCIAL SUMMARY
June 30, 2022

501,181.32
518,991.72
-17,810.40

GIVING
YTD Budgeted Giving
YTD Actual Giving
Under

546,231.50
500,525.30
45,706.20

Budgeted Income
Actual Income
Under

552,981.50
501,181.32
51,800.18

Total Pledges
Pledge Payments
Under

503,231.50
467,003.30
36,228.20

Budgeted Expenses
Actual Expenses
Under

568,695.50
518,991.72
49,703.78

OPERATING
YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Cash Flow - Negative

DAY SCHOOL
YTD Gain

1,159.51

"Easy" Automated Giving for Your Busy Summer
Summertime is almost here! While summer travels may take you out of town, your tithe can still
make it into the offering plate, thanks to the convenience of online giving. Simply set up your recurring
gift through our new EasyTithe giving platform today at www.salisburyfirstpres.org/give and enjoy that
vacation! If you need help getting set up or if you would like to check your pledge balance, call Christina
Lewis at the church office.

Wise Women Catching Up With Worthwhile Presbyterian Women
The story continues….
In our last Presbyterian newsletter we learned facts about the early women of the Presbyterian Church and their
200 year history. Can you believe that in the early 1800’s, women had no particular role in the church so they began
organizing to form a foundation for the future Presbyterian women (PW). By the early 1900’s, there arose a time of
upheaval and discontent for these women. Women began gaining power, then lost power, gained power, then lost power,
but through it all, they remained dedicated to the church.
Then they eventually began gathering in their churches for prayer, bible study, community service and missionary
work. Women’s experiences in the early church started to matter. The church began to realize that a certain magic
happened when women came together. These women seemed so intent in seeking out needs in the church and working
out the solutions. Amazing!
At this time, the idea of church circles for women began to develop. Small groups of women would meet for bible
study. mission outreach and the chance to foster friendships within the church. These early circles usually met in homes
monthly to provide an inclusive caring community of women. PW circles in this era were an integral part of the church.
These statements became the definition of the circles.
1)Where faith is nurtured among women and growth takes place through worship, study, friendship and outreach.
2)Where women are challenged to stretch beyond their limits.
3)Where Christian leadership is born, nurtured and set forth into the ministry.
These “circle” meetings became important times in a woman’s church experience when there was none. This is a history
not to be ignored.
Although at this time our church has several bible study groups, we foster only one church circle which still
supports the early ideas of PW. This group meets in Fellowship Hall the first Monday of every month at 11:00. All
Presbyterian women are invited to attend. Dr. Randy Kirby teaches an excellent lesson. More information and history, as
these Wise Women continue on with their crusade, will be in next month’s newsletter. Read and become educated.

Our Church-Wide Retreat This Month!
Hello FPC Members,
I've been asked to "pump up the volume" about our upcoming church-wide retreat!
When: Aug 26-28, Friday - Sunday
Where: Camp Caraway and Conference Center in Sophia, NC (about 45 mins away, just 7 miles west of
Asheboro)
FPC members - please prayerfully consider attending this year's retreat. It is the first time since 2009 that
we have had a church retreat and it is time to get going again! At FPC, we talk ALOT about being a close church
family, being alive for mission, and being deeply rooted so that we can branch out for mission and spread God's
word. I learned much from my father-in-law, Paul Fisher, but in
this moment, the one thing that rings in my ears is his MOTTO YOU HAVE TO SHOW UP! If we are going to do all the things that
we talk about - then we have to show up!
My FPC friends - let's go to our FPC Retreat 2022 - let's
SHOW UP!
Our church retreat committee is working diligently to make
our retreat INCREDIBLE! Our committee includes Pastor Lara,
Kathy Sang, Kathy Sanborn, Angela Galloway, Katie Menees,
Paula Mead, Bekah Summitt, and me (Robin Fisher). We have
Dr. Matt Rich attending as our guest speaker who will be leading
us on how we may deepen our prayer life. We will have small
group discussions (like we did this past winter). We will have
children's lessons and activities. Yes, there will be music - we've
got John Stafford, Blaine Smith, and Fred Bryan on the pipes and guitar! There will be campfires, songs, hiking,
lake life and swimming. There is a water slide, a water trampoline, kayaks, and paddleboats. There is a big game
room...and....lots of FOOD!
Come! Check-in is Friday at 3:00 pm and check-out is Sunday at 12:00 noon. The cost for a 2-night stay
is $175, including meals, for 2 people. Most rooms include 2 double beds plus a private bath. If you do not plan
to spend the night but plan to eat, there is a $20 meal fee (for 5 meals). Financial assistance is available. The
specific costs are broken down for you on the registration form. Register on our website, www.fpc-sal.org. No
computer access? Call Kathy Sanborn at 980-234-2336 for more information and to register. The deadline is
Monday, August 1. Let's GO!
Robin Fisher
Retreat Committee 2022
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Sunday Worship Schedule
■
8:30 am Life Center Worship
Lewis Hall
■
9:45 am Sunday School
■
11 am Sanctuary Worship

