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Lenten Season 2022 

Confronting Jesus 
What pops into your head when I say the word, “Jesus.” ? Is it one 

of those Anglo-Saxon paintings of the gentle Jesus with long and flowy 
blonde hair? Do you picture Jim Caviezel from Mel Gibson’s Passion of the 
Christ? Or maybe you envision Aslan the Lion from The Chronicles of 
Narnia.  

In the gospel of Luke, we meet a Jesus who defies our expectations. 
Perhaps Mr. Tumnus in The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe puts it best 
when he says, “Aslan is a good lion, but he is not tame.” No matter how 
much we try to put Jesus into a box that fits our desires, theologies, or 
expectations, Jesus is not a tame lion. Nowhere is this more apparent than 
in Luke’s gospel.  

In his 9th chapter, Luke alerts the 
reader to Jesus’ destiny with one subtle 
yet poignant phrase, “And then Jesus 
turned his face toward Jerusalem.” One 
scholar elaborated on this, saying, “the 
gospels are passion narratives with long 
introductions.” In other words, though 
Jesus teaches, heals, calls disciples, and 
eats, the unlocking of his identity in his 
story happens in the city of Jerusalem.  

This Lent, we are readying 
ourselves for Jesus’ long and arduous 
journey toward Jerusalem. In these stories of Luke’s gospel, we will find 
ourselves being confronted by the challenge of Jesus—a challenge of grace 
and truth. But “confronting Jesus” is a double entendre—it means two things 
at once, for we will also be in the crowds on this journey. Our sin, our 
wounds, our desperation, and our disappointments will confront Jesus.  

There are many opportunities for you to slip on those hiking boots 
and come along for the journey. On Wednesdays at 7:00 am, we will be 

encountering the stories of others 
with Lenten Prayer Breakfasts. 
Throughout Lent, our “All In Groups” 
will be practicing community 
together. On Ash Wednesday, we 
will have two opportunities to reflect 
on our humanity—one service at 
7:00 am and another at 5:30 pm in 
the Courtyard.  

Whatever it is that pops into 
your head when you hear the name 
“Jesus,” I hope this Lent all of us will 
be confronted with a different 
reality—one that opens our eyes, 
ears, and hearts. For this, Jesus 
cannot be defined, pinned down, 
constructed, or domesticated. This 
Jesus is not tame.      

    –Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 
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Letters of Appreciation 
Dear First Family Disciples, 

Thank you for filling the days with calls, cards, 
prayers, and flowers. Your thoughtful blessings made the 
distance shorter as the time away seemed long and weary. 

Thank you for sharing your love and time, bringing 
sunshine with each kindness and thought. 

Sincerely, Pat Weber 
● 

Dear Ministers and Church Family,  
Thank you for all the prayers, calls, blue cards, get-

well cards, and the thoughtful acts of kindness we have 
received over the past three months.  During this time, Bill 
has experienced two surgeries and continues to slowly 
recover.  We look forward to being able to return to worship 
services within the next couple of months.   

Sincerely, Bill and Sybil Baker 
● 

Dear First Presbyterian Friends, 
On behalf of my family, I want to thank you for your 

many expressions of sympathy at the death of my mother, 
Skeeter Kirby. During her time as a part of First 
Presbyterian, you warmly welcomed her and became her 
friends. She enjoyed the many cards and flowers you sent 
her through the years. I appreciate every gesture of love 
and care.  

Sincerely, Randy 
 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
† Kathy Tart and David Upton and family, on the death of 
their aunt, Carolyn Richardson Upton 
† The family of Rebecca Lowery, who died January 27 
† The family of Skeeter Kirby, who died January 29 
† Nick Langdon and family on the death of his sister, 
Melinda Langdon 

 

 
Volunteers For RHM Service - Thursdays 
March 17 – Choir and Handbells 
April 21 – New Horizon’s 
May 19 – Discovery 
June 16 – Mary and Martha 
July 21 – Everyman’s  
August 18 – Deacons 
September 15 - ??? 
October 20 – Youth 
November 17 – Church Members 
December 15 - Elders 

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines  
Edition    Deadline 
March    February 16 
April     March 16 
May     April 20 
June    May 18 
July    June 15 
August    July 20 
September    August 17 
October    September 21 
November    October 19 
December    November 14 (Monday) 
January 2023   December 19 (Monday) 
 

Bread Baker Needed 
Do you love to bake? We are looking for someone 

to bake for us several times throughout 
the year. We have a communion ‘bread’ 
recipe to guide you. Please call Anne 
Cave, Worship and Music chair, and let 
her know you are willing to prepare our 
communion bread.  

*We currently have enough to get us through Lent, 
so we would need a supply before June 5.  

FLOWERS, FLOWERS!   
We are scheduling flowers to grace our worship 

services during 2022. The flowers are used in both worship 
services, and then unless you want to take them with you, 
they are divided and delivered to church members. Will you 
honor or remember someone by sponsoring a bouquet? 
Please call or text Margaret Harris at 704 213-2321 to 
schedule.  

News From Meals On Wheels 
We are so grateful that the Meals on Wheels 

program is again operating on a full schedule, and we wish 
to recognize the members of the First Presbyterian MOW 
team for their faithful participation in this critical and 
necessary service to the citizens of our county who are 
dependent on the delivery of their meals.  

The following are active MOW volunteers: 
Charlotte Hall, Sherry Beck, Helen Kichefski, Linda Bartlett, 
Myrna Crocker, Eleanor 
Sandifer, Paula and Bill Troxler, 
Anne and Frank Saunders, Kim 
Johnson, Missy and Henry 
Brown, Jim Mitchell, Mary 
Greene, Teresa Williams, Mary 
and Carl Repsher, Carol and 
Del Denny, Wayne Hayworth, 
Tracy Smith, Margaret Mentus, 
Linda Jones and Buddy Farnan, 
Randy Lassiter, Dianne Scott, 
Lyn Beaver, Tricia Johnson, 
Betty and Jim Carli, Bobby 
Williams, and Susan and 
Harold Mesimer.  

We currently have all 
routes covered for which our 
team is responsible; however, if you would like to serve as 
a substitute, please call Mary Greene at 704-633-4164.  

 



From Pastor Randy…. 

Slowing Down as Lenten Discipline  
I have always appreciated the role of athletic coaches in my life. They taught me the importance of discipline and 

preparation. Coaches prepare individuals and teams to face the unknown situations in games. At their best, they prepare 
young people to face the great unknown challenges of life. 

I suppose that is what originally intrigued me about life coaches. I was reading the 
advice of Sean Croxton, a wellness coach. Croxton confessed that he was finally going to 
take his own advice. The most common advice he gives to his clients is to SLOW DOWN. 
So he made a resolution a few years ago to slow down. Croxton’s advice is what we already 
know: Life is about balance. Hard work requires equally hard rest. In order to stay well, 
we have to slow down the pace of life. 

Croxton may be giving advice about our physical health, but the Christian writer 
Jürgen Moltman (God for a Secular Society, 88-91) has made a similar observation about 
our spiritual lives. In western society, we get caught up in the illusion that in order to get the 
most out of life, we have to live as fast as we can. We do everything we can to “save time.”  
We are always on the go, never able to stay very long in one place, hurrying to the next brief 
stop. According to Moltmann, rushing our way through life has become the new form of 
idolatry.  

Moltmann insists that if we want healthy spiritual lives, we must first slow down. We 
must learn to live more deeply in each moment. We must slow down long enough to discover 
the God present in each moment, rather than rushing full speed ahead as though God is out 
there somewhere else. Or, to put it another way, instead of rushing out into the great unknown, we need to slow down and 
discover the great unknown that is already present with us.   

Of course, the great unknown is what the opening of John’s gospel is all about. The light of the world comes into 
the darkness and is unrecognized. The long-awaited word of God is spoken in the person of Jesus, and his own people did 
not even hear it. John the Baptist was sent before Jesus in order to call attention to what God was doing, and at times John 
was not even sure about Jesus. 

The gospel tells us that the Son of God came into the world in Jesus Christ, and the world did not know him. Now 
that is the great unknown. We may rush off into the world to discover adventure. We may eagerly await a time or a place, 
thinking it will answer our questions or fulfill our needs. But the gospel suggests that the fullness of life is not out there some 
other time or some other place waiting to be found. The fullness of life is the grace and truth that entered the world in Jesus 
Christ. The presence of Christ is the great unknown that waits to be discovered in every time and every place. May you 
slow down in Lent long enough to be blessed!       --Dr. Randy Kirby 

 
 

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
January 31, 2022 

  
   

OPERATING   GIVING  

YTD Income 88,023.09  YTD Budgeted Giving 91,038.58 

YTD Expenses 70,465.91  YTD Actual Giving 93,518.00 

Cash Flow - Positive 17,557.18  Over 2,479.42 

  
   

Budgeted Income 92,163.58  Total Pledges 83,871.92 

Actual Income 88,023.09  Pledge Payments 85,154.00 

Under 4,140.49  Over 1,282.08 

  
   

Budgeted Expenses 94,782.58    

Actual Expenses 58,636.55    

Under 36,146.03    

DAY SCHOOL     

YTD Gain 1,068.92    

 



Pastor Lara is Now Part-Time 
On February 6, the congregation at First 

Pres approved Pastor Lara moving her role to 
part-time. This means that Pastor Lara will work 
20-25 hours each week. She will continue 
preaching, moderating Session, and serving as 
Co-Head of Staff with Pastor Josh. You can 
generally expect to see her in her office from 8:00 
am – 12:00 pm on Mondays through Thursdays. 
Barring a pastoral emergency, she will be 
unavailable in the afternoons. Pastor Josh will 
continue to split his time between leading the 
youth ministry and serving as Co-Head of Staff 
with Pastor Lara.  

A personal note from Pastors Lara and 
Josh: “We are deeply grateful for the 
congregation’s approval of this change. It will 
allow us to be less frantic, have more balance in 
our lives, and lead First Presbyterian Church from 
a place of centered trust in God. Thank you for 
always loving us and supporting our family. “ 
 

Angela Galloway Joins Staff 
As New Part-Time Interim DCE   

Angela Galloway graduated with her 
Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood Education 
from RCCC in 2000. In 2012, she graduated from 
Pfeiffer University with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Elementary Education. Angela has worked with 
kids since she was 9 years old. As a pastor’s kid, 
she volunteered in Sunday School in her dad’s 
churches. She has taught and directed in the 
daycare setting.  

She has been in leadership in a Mothers 
of Preschoolers (MOPS) group. In January of 
2013, she began her teaching career. She has 
taught in public and private schools, and she has 
been the teacher of kindergarten, second, third, 
and fourth grades. She is currently teaching part-
time in a Montessori school with students ages 6-
12 in one classroom.  

Angela began on Monday, February 22. 
Her work will focus primarily on children’s ministry 
as it has the most urgent needs for staff support. 
She is going to be a great addition to our church 
staff and the ministry at First Pres.   

 
 
 
 

 

A Special Everyman’s Series  
Everyman’s Bible Class invites you to join 

them in the Fellowship Hall for their upcoming 
series on Truth and the Christian Faith led by Dr. 
Trevor Eppehimer. 

 Christian Truth as Moral Truth - March 20 
o As science and the scientific method 

increasingly began to define and 
determine what was considered “true,” 
a number of Protestant theologians 
sought to ground the truth of the 
Christian faith in morality rather than 
miracles. This session will explore how 
and why. 

 Christian Truth Is What it Does - March 27 
o The person many consider to be 

America’s best philosopher, William 
James, once sunk into a deep 
depression. In the midst of working 
through it, he developed a new way of 
thinking about truth, one that opened 
up new ways of thinking about human 
belief in God. This session will cover 
James’s story and its implications for 
the Christian faith today. 

 

 Christian Truth as Paradoxical - April 3 
o A paradox is something that appears to 

be absurd but is in fact, true. A number 
of Christian thinkers, including Paul, 
have presented the truth of the Gospel 
in paradoxical terms. This session will 
explore what happens next -- for 
persons of faith, the church, and the 
world. 

 Christian Truth as Historical - April 10 
o As the 20th century came to a close, a 

number of theologians attempted to 
discuss the truth of the Gospel once 
again in historical terms. This session 
will look at two of them -- one who 
sought to do so in terms of the past and 
another in terms of the future. 



More Learning Opportunities 
From Race Task Force 
 
Look for ‘Power of an Illusion’  
Recordings Online 
During three Wednesdays in January, 40 to 50 
First Presbyterians and community members 
came together each night to discuss the PBS 
Series, “Race: The Power of an Illusion.” Each 
session was led by Michelle Strong and Krista 
Hill. Over the three nights, we shared our 
thoughts about the videos: “The Difference 
Between Us,” “The Story We Tell,” and “The 
House We Live In.” A list of the ten things we 
should know about race can be found in the 
recordings of each night on our website 
under Race Relations. The opportunities for 
conversation will continue. Thank you to our 
presenters and attendees. 
  
Learn About the Wealth Gap 
On March 22, the Rural Advancement 
Foundation International staff will lead us through 
a simulation to demonstrate the effects 
systematic racism has had on wealth in the 
US. The simulation helps people understand the 
connections between racial equity, hunger, 
poverty, and wealth. 

Participants will learn how federal policies 
created structural inequalities — property 
ownership and education are just two among 
many areas affected — and how that increases 
hunger and poverty in communities of color. The 
simulation guides participants to an 
understanding of why racial equity is important to 
ending hunger and poverty in the United States. 
We will use a modified model of a presentation on 
Zoom with tabletop discussions. Please put it on 
your calendar on Tuesday, March 22, 6:00-8:00 
pm, Lewis Hall, and register with Debbie Collins 
(dgristcollins@gmail.com).   
 
Learn Practical Steps Toward Justice  
Join us for a new video series, "How to Fight 
Racism: Courageous Christianity and the 
Journey Toward Racial Justice." Author Jemar 
Tisby offers a practical framework and actionable 
items to pursue racial justice in our relationships 
and in everyday life. This Race Task Force 
discussion group will meet via Zoom at 7:00 pm 

Sundays, Feb. 13-April 10, led by Beffie Cook 
and Esther Atkins Smith. To sign up, email 
egravescook@yahoo.com.  
 

 
 
Mark Your Calendar 
 • Lenten study: A study of the book “Lent of 
Liberation” is set to begin March 9, led by Barrie 
Kirby and Monica Green. Contact Barrie to sign 
up. (See separate story.) 
• EYES Tables: Look for new, in-person 
discussion groups called EYES (Embracing Your 
Elephant Scripturally) after Easter. Details TBA. 
 • Road Trip: A trip to the International Civil 
Rights Center & Museum in Greensboro is being 
organized for Tuesday, May 10 (with May 17 as a 
backup date). 
• Race Task Force meetings: Join us at 5:30 pm 
March 29 via Zoom and in Fellowship Hall; and 
5:30 April 26, on Zoom only. For more 
information, contact Debbie Collins or Beffie 
Cook.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 9 Through April 13 
Wednesday’s at 7 a.m. 

Lewis Hall 
Please Join Us! 

 

https://www.salisburyfirstpres.org/race-relations
mailto:dgristcollins@gmail.com


A Call For Artists 
Lewis Hall needs some beautiful inspirational banners. The worship committee would like to hear 

from artists and people who want to have fun with art! We are hoping to have a day of making these 
banners in the spring. Folks of all ages are welcome! Anyone who would like to participate in this 
project, please call Anne Cave at 704-433-9905. 
 

BSF (Bible Study Fellowship International) 
As part of our community outreach, First Presbyterian Church has become a host church for 

BSF! All ladies are invited to join BSF and embrace the wonder and 
challenges of studying God’s word together with others. BSF is non-
denominational and welcomes people of all ages and backgrounds. 
This year’s study of Matthew reveals Jesus, the unexpected King. 
Next year’s study is a brand new study that shines the spotlight on 
God’s sovereign plan in the Old Testament through human history 
leading up to His promised Messiah.  

BSF meets in Fellowship Hall on Friday mornings from 9:45 to 
11:30. The class is free! Please come and bring a friend! For more 
information, please call Linda Nickerson at 704-773-4184 or register 
with your zip code at https://join.bsfinternational.org/ 

For those who prefer to study the Bible at a different time, free 
online classes are available for men and women! To join BSF online, please go to this link: 
https://join.bsfinternational.org/ 
 

 



 



 
The Beginning of Lent Season - Ash Wednesday, March 2 

This year we will have two opportunities for you to participate in Ash Wednesday services on 
March 2. The first is at 7:00 am in Lewis Hall. Join us for breakfast, a brief message, and the Imposition 
of Ashes. The cost is $5 per person for breakfast. Please sign-up by calling the church office by Monday 
morning or on the Friendship Pads during worship. 

The second opportunity will be held at 5:30 pm in the courtyard. Bring your chair and join us for 
music, meditation, and the Imposition of Ashes. Our rain plan, if needed, will be to move inside to the 
Sanctuary.  

Join Us For Lenten Prayers Breakfasts 
We will once again be meeting in person in Lewis Hall for our Lenten Prayer Breakfasts! Join us 

every Wednesday at 7:00 am from March 9 through April 13. Our list of guest speakers includes Dr. 
Donald Anthony from Crown and Glory Church, Rev. Mark Conforti from First United Methodist Church, 
Renee Bradshaw from Family Crisis Council, Rowan, and one of our own Youth!  

The cost for breakfast is $5 per person. Eggs, bacon, sausage, grits, biscuits, pancakes, and 
juice are all prepared by our wonderful group of cooks led by John Grubb. Sign-up weekly by calling 
the church office by Monday morning or on the Friendship Pads during worship. 
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Sunday Worship Schedule   
■ 

8:30 am Life Center Worship  
           Lewis Hall 

■ 
9:45 am Sunday School 
 
11 am Sanctuary Worship 


