
 

New Year, New You? 
As the clock strikes midnight on January 

1 each year, we look back and look forward. 
Sometimes, like in 2020, we say good riddance to a 
difficult year. Other times, we give thanks for the many 
gifts the previous year has given us. Often, a new year 
feels like the right time to make promises to start a 
new habit or practice.  

Unfortunately, the wise impulse to continue 
learning and growing is 
easily overrun by a graceless 
pressure to do more, do 
better, and do it now! The 
health and wellness industry 
capitalizes on this impulse by 
selling us diets, gym 
memberships, and 
supplements that tell us this New Year can 
and should mean a NEW YOU. Our culture is 
particularly bought into the myth of constant self-
improvement. Sure, getting sober, eating food that 
makes your body feel strong, and getting outside in 
God’s good creation are all wonderful life changes. 
But if we’re not careful, the grace of growth can 
become the law of self-improvement, where we are 
crushed under voices that tell us we will never be 
smart enough, cool enough, self-aware enough, or 
skinny enough to be wholly loveable. If we’re not 

careful, life becomes a relentless treadmill of self-
improvement instead of a joyful dance of love given 
and received in community.  

But contrast this self-improvement story with 
the good news we just proclaimed at Christmas. 
Christ came not for the righteous but for sinners. 
Jesus was born into a state of complete human 
vulnerability, not so that he could destroy vulnerability, 
but so that he could destroy powers that exploit 
vulnerability. In the birth of Jesus, God is with us in all 
of our unimproved mess.  

So, take heart in this New Year, dear ones, 
your diet won’t save you. Only Jesus Christ can save 
you. His birth shows us that he’s determined to do just 
that.             --Rev. Lara Musser Gritter 
  

January 2023 
Inside This Newsletter 

● Lewis Preaching Series - Feb. 5 

● Pastor Randy Kirby 

● Youth Ministry News 

● Christian Education News 

● All In Groups 

 ● Overton Elementary Ministry 

 And much more! 

 



Now Hiring! A New Staff Position 
We are now seeking candidates to apply for a new 

position called the Director of Christian Formation and 
Discipleship!  
  First Presbyterian Church has been in a season of 
transformation and growth. We like to describe ourselves 
as “deeply rooted and branching out.” In recent years we 
have discerned God calling us to prioritize Holy Spirit-
Centered Discipleship, Hands on Local Mission, 
Friendships Across Difference, and Embracing the 
Unchurched in mission and ministry as a church. 
  This role will help us pursue these mission priorities 
by leading our congregation in discipleship and formation. 
In addition, this role will guide visitors into integrated 
membership and invite members into deeper discipleship 
through formation, friendship, and fellowship. 

Half of this person’s role will be very familiar as they 
lead current Christian Education programs like Sunday 
School, First Kids, VBS, and Confirmation. The other half 
of this role, Discipleship, will be somewhat new. This 
person will work to integrate members into the life of 
discipleship in the church. They will help coordinate new 
member classes. Through one-on-one meetings, they will 
help new and established members find the best fit to give 
their time and talent to the church. They will help plan many 
church-wide events for fellowship, learning, and fun.  

This person will need to be spiritually mature, 
highly organized, and a great team leader. The search 
committee is comprised of representatives from Personnel, 
Christian Education, Evangelism, and Fellowship 
committees: Pastor Lara, Kathy Sanborn, Judy Mabe, 
Robin Fisher, Dan Cagle, Cindi Graham, and David 
Carmichael. If you know of anyone near or far who might 
be interested in serving God at a wonderful church in this 
way, encourage them to apply! The application is live on the 
church website.  

Ready to Go ALL IN? 
This marks one year since we launched our first 

round of All In Groups. They have been a joy above and 
beyond what we expected when we dreamed them up. Why 
have they been so wonderful? God. Yup! God did it. 

To celebrate one year of All In Groups, let me share 
several ways where the Holy Spirit was specifically at work.  

1. When recruiting the first round of All In Group 
leaders, we were crunched for time and had no 
idea if we could get enough people to agree to host 
in time for sign-ups to go live. Then a wonderful 
group of leaders emerged, each with a heart for this 
exact ministry.  

2. When launching sign-ups for the first time, we had 
no idea if anyone would sign up or if the offered 
times would work out. But then, not only did the 
perfect number of people sign up, but the times 
worked out beautifully.  

3. Ok, #1 and #2 are just logistical gifts, but there’s 
more. We asked leaders to ask God who they 
might invite to their All In Group who wasn’t an 
active church member. Several leaders felt God 
prompt them to call a friend or a church member 
they haven’t seen for a long time. Through these 

groups, those people have grown connected to 
community, the church, and God in important ways. 

4. People who have been members at this church for 
decades and new members formed new 
friendships that would not have happened if they 
only attended Sunday activities. For example, one 
group helped a young couple discern a major life 
decision and then supported them through it.  

5. Groups dove into important and sometimes difficult 
topics with the kind of honesty and grace that is so 
lacking in our culture today. Even through 
disagreements, groups still chose to love one 
another and cheer on one another on their 
journeys.  

I could go on and on…We cannot take any credit for 
how wonderful these groups have been because we really 
haven’t been there to micromanage them. Instead, I am 
convinced that God has found these groups to be fertile 
ground to break in, stir hearts, bind friendships, and deepen 
faith.  

We’re launching these groups again! Groups will meet 
for ten weeks, from January 29 to April 9 (Easter). Perfect 
attendance is not required. The only prep is seeing or 
listening to the sermon. Sign-ups go live on January 8—
space is limited, so don’t wait!        --Pastor Lara 

Congratulations To: 
■ Vaughn and Eva Nelson on the birth of their 

granddaughter, Whitley Clare Schappel, on November 17. 
Whitley’s parents are Matt and Erika Nelson Schappel 

■ Steve and Diane Coggin, on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Lainey Grace Coggin, on November 24. 
Lainey’s parents are Tommy and Brooke Coggin 

 

Our Deepest Sympathy To: 
† Becky Lounsberry, on the death of her great-

granddaughter, Gabriela-Desiree Marie Portillo, on 
November 27. 

Letters Of Appreciation 
I would like to thank each of you for all the blue 

cards, get-well cards, prayers, and well wishes on my 
behalf. In the past couple of years, you have given a lot of 
these for encouragement because of surgery and 
complications. Last year it was hip replacement surgery 
and out-of-socket replacement followed by three surgeries. 
This year, it was spine surgery (which was successful), 
followed by sepsis, and so much more.  You will never 
know what your thoughts, actions, and prayers mean to 
me. I am still slowly recovering and feel happy to tell you 
that I am “upright, suckin’ air, and takin’ on 
nourishment”...God is Good! 

Thank you, Wanda Huntley 
● 

Dear Church Family, 
I would like to thank you for the visits, calls, emails, blue 
cards, flowers, food, and many prayers during my 
continued illness. My life has been so enriched by being a 
member of this church and by my wonderful caring church 
family. Your warm-hearted gestures of love and support 
have been most comforting. 

In Christian love, Myrna Crocker 



From Pastor Randy… 

Good News for the New Year! 
“This is where the good news starts!” God knows 

we all need some good news. That is why the good news 
starts with Jesus, the son of God. At least, that is how Mark 
tells it in the gospel. It is a book about good news that starts 
with God’s activity in our lives. 

The beginning of the New Year is a good time for 
reflecting on how things start. It is the time for resolutions. 
It is the time for a fresh start. What is your resolution with 
God for the New Year? What is starting fresh about your 
relationship with God in the New Year? Not just what are 
you thinking about or hoping to feel, but what concrete, 
measurable choice have you made for 2023? 

It could be as simple as volunteering in the work of 
the church for one hour a week. Maybe it’s reading at 
Overton. Or it might be serving one evening a month at 
Rowan Helping Ministries. A group from our church serves 
a meal every third Thursday. Perhaps it’s giving time to one 
of the many other worthwhile community service 
organizations. If you are looking for the right place, call me, 
and we can talk about it.  

In the meantime, 
you are welcome to join my 
Wednesday morning Bible 
study as we examine God’s 
good news, according to 
Mark. The Wednesday 
group is an intentionally 
small group with the goal of 
spiritual growth. As such, it 
allows time for sharing 
concerns, prayer, and Bible 
study. The study usually 
goes through one book at a 
time, from beginning to end, while reading a companion 
book. This winter and spring, we will work our way through 
Mark with the help of Mark for Everyone by N. T. Wright.   

There are a couple of reasons for studying Mark. 
Through the years, Mark has been a personal touchstone 
for Bible study. I always look forward to discovering the 
good news anew. Also, the narrative lectionary will switch 
to Mark in September. You can begin now. We meet on 
Wednesday mornings from 9:00-10:30 in the Educational 
Building. We will start on January 4 and go through May 17. 
Please get in touch with me at the church office if you are 
interested or want more information. May this New Year be 
one of good news!  -- Pastor Randy Kirby 

Overton Elementary Mission Opportunities 
We have tidings of great joy to bring to you this month! 

First, our volunteer Reading Tutors continue to 
meet with students at Overton. Their support means so 
much to the children. We are now serving all of the students 
at Overton that we’ve been asked to serve, and each child 
is tutored twice a week.     

Next, we received enough funding to purchase 
materials and swings for the Swing Set Project, as well as 
additional funds that will be used to buy outside toys for 
children with special needs. Your very generous support 
has made all of this possible!   

Finally, our last wonderful news is that we 

succeeded in reaching our goal to have 10% of First 
Presbyterian disciples regularly volunteer to help support 
10% of Overton Elementary School’s children and families. 
We celebrated this success during our Christmas 
Extravaganza on December 18. We drew the names of two 
volunteers. The two names that were drawn were Paula 
Troxler and Andrea Smith. They passed their “pie” rights to 
two of the children attending the Extravaganza. So, 
amongst the hilarity, we watched Gabe Lee put a pie in 
Pastor Lara’s face, and Pace Fowler put a pie in Pastor 
Josh’s. It was great fun!!   

We have been overwhelmed by your generosity 
and thoughtfulness in the last four months. We can’t thank 
you all enough for your tremendous support of our Overton 
Elementary mission project!       

Kathy Sang 
Witness Committee 

News From Meals On Wheels 
A Meals on Wheels Volunteer Recognition 

Luncheon was held in early December at St. John’s Faith 
Center. At that time, First Presbyterian Church was 
recognized as an Outstanding Legacy Faith Partner.  

Forty-seven years ago, Mrs. Jean Anne Ferrier 
Ramsay, mother of Anne Ramsey Saunders, was 
instrumental in bringing MOW to Rowan County. Since 
then, our church has remained an anchor church in 
providing many volunteers and hosting the MOW Annual 
BBQ. 

 In addition, we have provided outstanding 
leadership. Two of our members are current board 
members:  Anne 
Ramsay Saunders 
and Tracey Smith. 
Dr. Randy Kirby and 
many of our MOW 
volunteers were 
present and 
accepted the Legacy 
Faith Partner 
award. Our church is very grateful for the partnership that 
Mrs. Ramsey began with so many local churches, 
charitable organizations, and community volunteers who 
continue to serve our senior neighbors in need.  

We continue to be very appreciative of the many 
volunteers from our church who are active with MOW.  We 
send greetings and best wishes to our volunteers, church 
members, and staff for a Healthy and Happy 2023. 

Sanctuary Communion Coordinator Needed 
Please take a moment to pray about how you could 

help support the work here at First Pres. A simple yet very 
needed opportunity is coordinating the set up and clean up 
of communion for the Sanctuary services. Kathy Pulliam 
has been our coordinator for numerous years and is 
retiring. We need someone to take her place. 

Responsibilities include securing and scheduling 
people to set up and clean up in the Sanctuary for 
Communion services during the year. It also includes 
corresponding with the church Office Administrator for 
supplies like grape juice, cups, etc. Training will be 
provided. For questions, contact Kathy Pulliam or Judy 
Mabe. 



Christian Education News 

Welcome Back! As our Christian Education 
Committee looks back upon our Advent Season, we 
are enormously grateful for your support of and your 
engagement in our church LIFE and activities. We had 

an incredible 6 
weeks!   

We started in 
November with our 
Can Food Drive for 
RHM to make sure 
their pantries were 
full of needed items 
through the holiday 
season! We collected 
816 cans! Our First 
Kids Club partnered 
with Witness, and 
together they hit a 
home run for our 
community’s hunger 
need. Many thanks to 

all the children who helped count and box up our 
donations! 

Our Countdown to Christmas Event kicked off 
our Advent Season with homemade Advent wreaths, 

Christmas tree ornaments, 
and Christmas table 
toppers. Children and 
adults were busy, busy, as 
we all put Pinterest to the 
test! What a success! 

Many thanks to all 
our Adult Sunday School 
classes who hosted Advent 
Gatherings. Attendance 
and participation were at an 
all-time high! We RAN out 
of food…no worries, we 
quickly adjusted! 

More tables were set up, 
and the breakfast casseroles 
doubled in size. Delicious food 
and fantastic fellowship! Many 
thanks to Karl Hales for his 
storytelling, the Discovery Class 
for the Star of Bethlehem 
presentation, and the Happy 
Birthday Jesus Party for all the 
children! Thank YOU! 

Our Family Christmas Party Extravaganza 
was a BIG HIT! There were too many smiles to count! 
Congratulations to our most FESTIVE Christmas 
dress winners! : 
   Merritt Menees and Gabe Lee – Youth Division 
   Meredith Honeycutt – Ladies’ Division 
   Johnny Behrooz – Men’s Division  
   The Nagy Family – Family Division 

Our Christmas Tree contest was the cutest ever! With 
only 5 minutes to dress a child, our adults frantically 
made homemade ornaments, unique tree toppers, 
and tinsel garlands. We just could not decide on the 
best dressed! But we did 
give an honorable mention 
to John Michael Muth, who 
had a fried chicken tree 
topper! 

Our “Name That 
Tune” music contest did 
not stump anyone for too 
long, and Team Frozen 
pulled out the win for our 
1st Annual Friendly Family 
Feud game. Many thanks 
to Team Chosen for being 
great competitors and 
giving us a “down to the 
wire” finish! 



Team Frozen: Pastor Lara, Maggie Behrooz, Noel 
Adams, Stephen Bullock, and Blaine Smith 
 

Team Chosen: Pastor Josh, Meredith Honeycutt, 
Lesleigh Drye, Andrea Smith, and Max Fisher 

 
We ended our party evening with a great BIG 

PIE x 2 in your face! Thank you, First Pres, for 
supporting Overton Elementary with your time, talent, 
and treasure! Pastors Lara and Josh took one for the 
team!  

Our Family Christmas Eve Worship service 
was so meaningful with our children’s Nativity 
Pageant and singing. Watching our youngest 
disciples share the Good News of Jesus’ Birth is truly 
a blessing! Thank you, parents, for prioritizing your 

family’s participation and becoming so involved! 
 

Now we are BACK…and ready for 2023! Our 
Christian Education activities continue with many 
program offerings during our winter semester. 
 

1. Our First Kids Club (ages 3-year-old to 5th 
grade) will continue to meet on Wednesday 
evenings from 5:30-7:00 pm. We will have 
supper together, focus on a new Worship and 
Communion curriculum, and prepare for Lent 
and Easter worship services with new songs. 
Of course, we will continue to be a lively group 
with many games and craft activities planned 
as well. We learn through songs, games, and 
play! Our 2nd – 5th graders will join our 
congregation for communion on Sunday, 
March 5, at 11:00 am during the Sanctuary 
Worship service. 

2. Our Confirmation class will begin meeting on 
Sunday morning, January 8, during the 
Sunday School hour. The church will present 
bibles to them that same Sunday during the 
8:30 Worship service. They will meet on 
Sunday mornings through the end of April, 
with several fun events planned outside of 
Sundays. Our Confirmation leadership team 
includes Kathy Sanborn, Pastor Lara, Pastor 
Josh, Pastor Randy, Delaine Fowler, and 
Meredith and Jared Rowland. Our 
confirmation shepherds are Lesleigh Drye and 
Janet Loeblein. Our Confirmation class is 
open to all 8th-12th graders who want to 
continue to grow in their faith and be formally 
confirmed by First Presbyterian Church. Let’s 
Go!!! 

3. Our Adult Sunday School also kicks off 2023 
with many new curriculums. There are many 
options for classes. Try one – it is a great place 
to get connected and become involved! Our 
new Sunday School directory will be available 
by January 8. 

4. Our Nursery, Elementary, and Pre-Teen 
Sunday classes will kick off on Sunday, 
January 8. We have new winter curriculums, 
and our teachers are ready for action! Please 
prioritize your child’s faith formation! We hope 
to see full classes and great learning! 

Let’s make 2023 a great year! Let us continue to learn, 
share, support, and love one another…and be a group 
of believers who shine so brightly to attract others to 
come and discover the LOVE and GRACE of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ!   

Robin Fisher 
Interim DCE 



  
 



What’s Youth Ministry for?  
The answer to this may seem self-evident—it’s for 

ministering to youth, duh! In 1960-1990 (pre-cell phone and 
internet), youth ministry was where parents sent their kids 
to get them away from the unholy trinity of sex, drugs, and 
rock ‘n roll. However, parents feared the effect of secular 
culture on their kids, so churches began to have “youth 
groups” with specifically designated staff to care for young 
people. 

Kids went to youth groups because it was “the thing 
to do” on Wednesday or Sunday night. But today’s world is 
more complicated for parents and their kids to navigate. As 
one Middle School youth told me this fall, “I’d come to more 
youth stuff, but I play six sports.” Six! Now please hear me. 
This observation comes with no shame or guilt attached. 
Sports and extracurriculars are great, and there are many 
from which to choose. It is simply the case that church is 
now one of the options on a buffet that includes many good 
and fun things.  

For young people, my sense is that youth group no 
longer serves the function it did when it was originally 
designed. A recent study showed that today’s youth are 
physically safer than they’ve ever been—less likely to have 
teen pregnancy and less likely to use drugs than previous 
generations. Yet the same study from the Barna group 
suggests they are more psychologically vulnerable than 
ever—depression, anxiety, and suicide are more common 
in this generation than in 
those preceding them. So 
they don’t need the church 
to be the “Christian 
DARE” organization once 
wa s—though these 
topics come up in our life 
together.  

Let’s go back to 
our original question. 
What’s a youth ministry 
for? Some would say 
community, but if that’s all 
it’s for, kids can get that 
from 9-3 at school every 
day. Others might answer that youth ministry is “to teach 
kids about making good decisions.” In part, this is true, but 
the primary teachers of morality for kids are their parents. 
So what’s left? Let me share my answer. Youth ministry is 
about proclaiming the never-changing message of God’s 
grace to young people. In a world full of to-dos, must-dos, 
must-not, and a constant race toward reward, self-
promotion, and individual success, the church’s role is to 
remind young people of Christ’s vision for the human being. 
My hope is that if you come to youth group, you’ll hear more 
than behavior management—you’ll hear about the God 
who meets us in our brokenness.  
What’s Going on With our Youth in January?  
We had a wonderful fall with our youth. Between sports 
games, lock-ins, bible studies, weekly youth gatherings, 
and countless meals, it’s been such a joy connecting with 
our young people. This winter, we’re looking forward to 
more of the same as we grow in community and grow in 
Christ. Below is a rough and ready summary of what our 

youth have going on come January 2023. Of particular note 
for those of you who do not regularly participate in our youth 
ministry is one date, Sunday, January 29—Youth Sunday. 
No matter where you worship on any given Sunday, I hope 
you will join us in Lewis Hall for a unified service led by our 
young people. So often, I hear people say, “They’re the 
future of the church,” and in a way, I agree with them. Yet, 
I am often reminded they are also the church right now. We 
all are.  
Interested in Praying for our Youth and Families?  
I am looking for a group of folks who would pray for our 
youth and families weekly. I truly believe praying for them 
is one of the most important things we can do for them as 
the body of Christ. If you’re interested in learning more, no 
matter your season in life, please reach out to me at 
revjosh@fpc-sal.org.  
Interested in being a Youth leader?  
I’m always looking for folks interested in journeying 
alongside our young people. If you’re interested, email me 
at the above address.  
January 8   
12:30 pm- 5K planning meeting, 12:30 in the fellowship hall 
4:00 pm - Bowling Night Woodleaf Lanes  
January 11        
7:30 BSTUD @ Josh’s 
January 15   
9:45 am  Breakfast and Bible in HS Youth Room 
5:00 pm MLK Youth Group @ Church 
January 18  
BSTUD @ Josh’s 
January 22  
5:00 Eating at Monterrey 
January 25  
BSTUD @ Josh’s 
January 28    
5:00 pm - Youth Sunday Practice in Lewis Hall with dinner 
January 29   
11:00 am - Youth Sunday in Lewis Hall—no youth group 
 *Youth need to be here by 9:30 am 

Newsletter Deadlines for 2023 
Edition    Deadline 
February   January 18 
March    February 15 
April     March 22 
May     April 19 
June    May 17 
July    June 21 
August    July 19 
September    August 16 
October    September 20 
November    October 18 
December    November 15 
January 2024   December 18 (Monday) 

We need your help! 
Join us on Saturday, January 7, at 9:00 am, to help us 
remove all of the Christmas decorations around campus. 
Remember many hands make light work! Thank you.  
 
 
 
 



Learn about the illusion and impact of race 
The Race Task Force invites you to a series of gatherings in February featuring excerpts from the 

documentary series “Race: The Power of an Illusion,” followed by a discussion.  
This is a chance for our members and the community to share perspectives on the meaning of race and 

how it affects our lives -- a chance to replace assumptions with conversation. Michelle Strong, founder of the 
EYES Table (Engaging Your Elephant Spiritually), will lead the sessions in Lewis Hall.  
Here’s the calendar:  
• February 14 - The Differences Between Us 
• February 21 - The Story We Tell 
• February 28 - The House We Live In 
Each gathering will start with a light dinner at 5:30 pm, followed by the evening’s session from 6:00 to 7:30 pm. 

To register by week or for all three dates, RSVP by February 7 by contacting Christine Mowery at 704-
636-1321.  
Breaking bread together 

Many thanks to the people who participated in the December 11 Race Task Force party at the home of 
Rip and Debbie Collins, co-hosted by Ed and Beffie Cook. About 40 people came together for fellowship, dinner, 
a short scripture reading, and singing Christmas carols, with Dotty Clement accompanying on piano.  

The gathering included members of the task force, participants in our discussion groups, EYES Table 
members, and others who have shown interest in the group’s mission.  

Look for details soon on new Zoom book discussion groups that will start meeting in January.  

 
 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
November 30, 2022 

  
   

OPERATING   GIVING  

YTD Income 1,017,140.46  YTD Budgeted Giving 1,001,424.42 

YTD Expenses 992,783.06  YTD Actual Giving 971,889.49 

Cash Flow - Positive 24,357.40  Under 29,534.93 

  
   

Budgeted Income 1,013,799.42  YTD Budgeted Pledges 922,591.08 

Actual Income 1,017,140.46  YTD Actual Pledges 894,813.73 

Over 3,341.04  Under 27,777.35 

  
   

Budgeted Expenses 1,042,608.42    

Actual Expenses 992,783.06    

Under 49,825.36    

  
   

DAY SCHOOL     

YTD Gain 15,383.67    
 

 
 

2023 Online/Automated Giving 
If your pledge is changing in 2023 and you currently have a recurring gift set up, either through our 
giving portal or through your bank, don’t forget to log in or notify your bank to make that change to 
ensure a smooth transition. 
Interested in online giving? Visit our giving page (https://www.fpc-sal.org/give) and click the Give Online 
button to make a one-time gift or create an account. For any questions about editing your recurring gift 
or creating an account, please contact Christina Lewis at the church office.   
 
 

https://www.fpc-sal.org/give


 



Dr. Scott Black Johnson… 

Lewis Preaching Series Returns On Sunday February 5 
Please plan to join us on Sunday, February 5, for our 2023 Lewis Preaching Series. The Rev. 

Dr. Scott Black Johnston, senior pastor at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York, NY, will be our 
speaker for Sunday School, unified worship, and a dinner presentation. 

Here are a few words from Scott to describe this year’s event: “Fight like Jesus? Most people 
seeking a few pointers for an upcoming boxing match probably wouldn’t turn to our Lord. Jesus excels 
at many things. Mixed Martial Arts is not one of them. On the other hand, Jesus does talk about conflict. 
Jesus tells story after story about family members who are at 
odds with each other. He acknowledges that forgiveness is hard 
for us. He also reminds his followers that anger can eat holes in 
a person’s heart. When preaching, Jesus regularly challenges 
people to treat their neighbors with respect, and yes, he goes 
way out on a limb and commands that we love and pray for our 
enemies. What do you say? Got conflict in your life? Need a few 
pointers? Feeling uncertain about whether you even want to walk 
down a path that could lead to reconciliation? Well, friends, then 
this year’s Lewis Preaching Series is for you. Come to First Pres 
on Sunday, February 5, and learn…to fight like Jesus!”  

The Rev. Dr. Scott Black Johnston came to Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian in 2008, having served as the Senior Pastor of 
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. Before that, Scott was a 
faculty member at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
where he taught preaching and worship. 

Scott holds a Master of Divinity degree from Yale Divinity School and a Ph.D. from Princeton 
Theological Seminary. He has co-authored one book, Theology for Preaching: Authority, Truth and 
Knowledge of God in a Postmodern Ethos (Abingdon Press, 1997), and written another book, Elusive 
Grace- Loving your Enemies While Striving for God’s Justice, and has numerous other published 
articles, sermons, and chapters in books. In addition, Scott frequently preaches on Day 1 Radio 
(formerly The Protestant Hour) and at various church conferences around the country. 

He and his wife, Amy, a nurse practitioner, have been married for 17 years and are the parents 
of Izzy and Ollie. In his free time, Scott enjoys roaming Central Park with Amy, reading comic books 
(primarily superheroes), and laughing at his children’s antics. 
 

 

  
First Presbyterian Church  
308 West Fisher Street  
Salisbury, NC 28144 

 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule   
■ 

8:30 am Life Center Worship  
           Lewis Hall 

■ 
9:45 am Sunday School 
                 ■ 
11 am Sanctuary Worship 


